12.11 Standards for Telecommunication Towers and Antennas

Section 1. PURPOSE AND GOALS

The purpose of this ordinance is to establish general guidelines for siting of wireless
communication towers, antennas and related equipment housing facilities. The goals are

to:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

Minimize the total number of towers throughout the City of Gallatin City limits and
its related planning region by:

¢ Encouraging strongly the location of antennas of at least three (3) wireless

communications providers per existing or new tower, and by;

e Encouraging strongly wireless communication providers to initially maximize

and to continue to update equipment, to the extent made possible by the then
current technical state of art, to ensure the highest possible cell capacity in terms
of number of calls handled (or other succeeding capacity measurement);

Protect residential areas and land uses from potential adverse visual and/or safety
impacts of towers, antennas and housing facilities;

Encourage users of antennas to locate them, to the extent possible, on existing
structures, such as lighting towers, water tanks or buildings, and encourage users of
towers and antennas to locate them, to the extent possible, in nonresidential areas
where the adverse impact on the community is reduced,;

When it is determined by substantial data that no alternate location of a tower is
possible other than in a residential area, encourage strongly users to employ alternate
tower (sometimes referred to as "stealth") designs or locations, such as modified
clock towers, church spires, flag poles, artificial trees or building modifications;

When new tower siting is the only available alternative, to require siting of the most
visually intrusive and taller towers in the less developed, lower population areas and
to require adequate landscaping, both of tower base and housing facilities, which
will necessarily be more rigorous in residential areas where potential visual impact
is greatest. Where higher visual impact towers are unavoidable, such as guyed lattice
towers, to locate them in outlying areas of the community as defined by the radii
measured from the City Hall of Gallatin set forth herein; and

Encourage users to employ tower types and antenna configurations having the least
visual impact on the community, such as monopole designs, and, if using horizontal
cross-bar or star-antenna mounts is unavoidable, to blend or shield them into the
tower, using “stealth shrouds.”
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Site Selection Policies:

In order to accomplish the above goals and to protect and promote the public health,
safety and welfare the City of Gallatin will use the following order of preference in siting
wireless communications antennas and towers:

(a) Within any district, sites should be located in the following order of preference:

(1) Co-location of antennas on, or replacement of, existing towers and, in the
process, adding additional co-locaters to the tower.

(2) On existing structures such as buildings, communications towers, water towers,
smokestacks, and athletic, street or traffic light standards (See following figures
4,6,7, and 8).

(3) Using stealth designs involving mounting antennas within existing buildings or
structures in the form of bell towers, clock towers, or other architectural
modification of buildings, or by mounting antennas on artificial trees.

(4) Inlocations where the existing topography, vegetation, buildings, or other
structures provide the greatest amount of screening,

(b) Certain types of wireless communications facilities are more appropriate in some
districts than others. The District Use Standards contained in Section 7 provide the
basis for modifications to the Zoning Ordinance concerning suitability of districts to
accommodate the various types of wireless communications facilities. In addition to
the Chart of Use Standards, this ordinance has established a set of uniform
standards for visual impact applicable to the various type of facilities and districts.
The policies balance wireless communications provider and home owner concerns
and are based on the specific impacts of the different types of wireless
communications in relation to the character of land uses found in the City of
Gallatin and its planning region. For example, the policies recognize that guyed
lattice towers generate the greatest impacts and, therefore, are most suitable at
outside minimum distance radii from the historic downtown district as measured
from the Gallatin City Hall (See following Figure 9).
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THE USE OF EXISTING VERTICAL ELEMENTS TO MOUNT
COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT

Figure 6: Commercial Architectural Features

‘ Location

Figure 7: Church Steeples
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(d)

(e)
()
(g

(h)
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increases, this distance decreases, i.e., cells have to be split with additional
towers/antennas.

Co-location. The use of a single tower or other support structure and site by more
than one wireless communications provider.

FAA. The Federal Aviation Administration.

FCC. The Federal Communications Commission.

Height. When referring to a tower or other structure, the distance measured from the
finished grade of the parcel to the highest point on the tower or other structure,

including the base pad and any antenna or lighting rod.

Tower. Any structure that is designed and constructed primarily for the purpose of
supporting one or more antennas, such as guyed lattice or monopole towers.
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